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This exhibition illuminates the career of Geraldine Whittle Kaminski  
(1918–1985), one of the most eminent scientists in the history of the 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital. Hers was a blooming career. It was 
distinguished by award. And it was focused on an unusual field of blooms: 
fungal blooms. Geraldine Kaminski was a scientist of medical mycology.

Starting life as Geraldine Brown, she was appointed to the Adelaide 
Children’s Hospital in 1937 as junior assistant to Mr Fred Draper, who 
instructed her in clinical pathology. The Elder Laboratory was her training 
ground by day. Brown also toiled by night, taking one subject per year 
at the University of Adelaide. She graduated in 1948 with a Bachelor of 
Science in bacteriology and physiology. In 1960, dermatologist Dr Gordon 
Donald encouraged her to take up medical mycology; a neglected field in 
Australia. Geraldine – now married to Mr Henry Kaminski – took to the 
books again at night. Her career began to bud.

Kaminski built up a mycology service within the Bacteriology Department, 
and maintained a living reference collection of over 400 fungal cultures. 
Over the years she examined local specimens and even supplied cultures 
to institutes in Antwerp, Paris and Prague. She once isolated a culture of 
the infectious fungus Coccidioides immitus from an American musician  
in Broken Hill.

Kaminski spent six months in the 1970s studying mycological techniques in 
over 35 labs in Mexico, Europe and Asia. She assisted Dr Allen Green with a 
survey identifying the fungal strain Trichophyton rubrum among Aboriginal 
communities in Darwin and Arnhem Land, and did fieldwork on the 
incidence of Tinea capitis affecting Aboriginal children in Maningrida (NT).

In 1975 she produced a highly regarded set of lantern teaching slides 
that illustrate the microscopic details of various mycoses. The next year, 
the Children’s Hospital bestowed life membership upon her. She was 
awarded an Order of Australia Medal in 1985 for contributions to science, 
particularly mycology. Geraldine Kaminski, O.A.M, was literally Australia’s 
‘First Lady of Fungi’.

Geraldine Kaminski retired in October 1983, after 46 years of service to the 
Hospital. She planned to do honorary lab work, paint art, and tend to her 
prized African violets in the garden she created with Henry in Somerton Park.  
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Sadly, her dream of a long and productive retirement did not come to pass. 
She died suddenly and unexpectedly of pneumonia on 25 September 1985. 
Even Kaminski left a handful of blooms unopened. 

The career of Geraldine Kaminski, talented scientist, mentor and teacher, 
was sown at this very Hospital. Here, that career sprouted and flowered. 
Geraldine came to the former Adelaide Children’s Hospital straight from 
school. She was loyal to this institution: she had the opportunity. 

Trained onsite, she was granted 46 years of continuous employment in 
which to establish her career, develop specialised expertise and reach  
her full potential. Forty-six long years to master her field of blooms. 

In this era of workforce casualisation in this nation, how many blooms  
are afforded the conditions to truly flourish?
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Image: Geraldine Kaminski receiving her Order of Australia Medal, 1985.



A Blooming Career is an exhibition primarily of portraits. There are 
personal portraits of Gerry, as she was affectionately known, at work and 
leisure. Then there are portraits of the fungi she devoted her career to 
investigating; some reproduced from her own teaching slides.

Fungi do not belong to the plant kingdom. Though a closer relative to 
animals, they are neither fauna nor flora. Most of us – outsiders not 
intitiated into the mysteries of mycology – simply understand that the 
kinds of fungi sold as mushrooms are delicious, and safe to eat. The fungi 
framed on the walls of the Yellow Heart Gallery are less innocuous. They 
can cause illness to humans or other animal species. Some are devastating 
to crops. Yet here, in myriad microscopic poses, they innocently blossom, 
like unexpected flowers. They bloom like Geraldine Kaminski’s career.

Emily Collins

Image: Microscopic image of Aspergillus niger. Source: David Ellis.



Geraldine Kaminski was as famed for her fabulous personality  
as her scientific prowess. To read the story of Gerry: the personal 

behind the professional, written by her niece Anne, visit the  
WCHN History and Heritage Collection website.  

Image: Geraldine Brown (right) with Margaret Rogasch in the Children’s  
Hospital laboratory, 1946.
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This exhibition was planned and exhibited on the lands of the Kaurna People. We pay  
our respects to the Kaurna Elders past and present and to the Elders of the lands this  
brochure reaches.

The Curator wishes to thank: Jill Newman and Lauren Simeoni from the WCH Foundation; 
the WCHN History and Heritage Group: Marg Lea and Jay Hughes; Christopher Sprod, former 
WCHN Clinical Photographer; Tim Boord from Corporate Communications; and the WCH 
Foundation Gallery Management Committee. This exhibition would not have been possible 
without the assistance of mycologist David Ellis, who provided digital copies of Kaminski’s 
Teaching Slides on Medical Mycology; and Anne Monk, niece of the late Geraldine Kaminski, 
who gifted a wonderful donation to the WCHN History and Heritage Collection of precious 
artefacts that belonged to her aunt. 

Women’s & Children’s Hospital Foundation Arts in Health program

The WCH Foundation Arts in Health program coordinates five galleries in the Hospital, 
providing a space away from the stresses of treatment to distract, entertain and inspire, 
improving the visual environment. The Arts in Health programs integrate art into the life  
of the Hospital to improve people’s health and wellbeing. We try to make the environment 
more ‘child-friendly’, making it look better and helping to make the time spent in hospital  
‘feel better’. The Yellow Heart Gallery provides a platform to share the WCHN History and 
Heritage Collection with the Hospital community and explore the significant people and  
events that shaped the Hospital today.

A Blooming Career is on display in the Yellow Heart Gallery (Level 1, Zone F) at the  
Women’s and Children’s Hospital from February until the end of April 2020.

History and Heritage Collection 

The Women’s and Children’s Health Network has a collection of historical artefacts which is 
managed by the WCHN History and Heritage Group. This was originally formed as the ICONS 
Group in 1995 by retired Adelaide Children’s Hospital Staff. The Group aims to preserve, 
collect, collate, catalogue, store, display and interpret items of historical significance to the 
Women's and Children's Hospital and its predecessors the Adelaide Children’s Hospital, the 
Queen Victoria Hospital and associated institutions.
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