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The inspiration for this exhibition 
came from a little photo I stumbled 
upon while searching for images in the 
WCHN’s History and Heritage Collection 
to use for another exhibition project. 

Depicted in the photograph was 
perhaps the happiest baby I have ever 
seen. And then I noticed the mother. 
She looked so in love with her baby! 
I thought to myself: this image is the 
very woman and child at the heart of 
the Women’s and Children’s Hospital.  
I realised I had to star it in an exhibition 
of its own. But what would be the 
concept? Why not simply share some 
great photos?

The term ‘greatest hits’ is usually 
associated with music albums that 
feature a musician or band’s best-loved 
songs. This exhibition is a photo album!  
A ‘best of’ compilation from the photo 
archives of the WCHN’s History and 
Heritage Collection, it showcases a 
selection of striking and evocative 
images from the period 1876 to 1976. 

The Network’s History and Heritage 
Collection is particularly rich in 
photographs from earlier days of the 
Adelaide Children’s Hospital (ACH). 
From the time of its foundation, 
the ACH had a regular practice of 
documenting various activities through 
photos, which it used in promotions for 
fundraising (the topic of an upcoming 
exhibition in this Gallery). It also had 
an in-house clinical photographer. With 
the Women’s and Children’s Hospital 
operating on the original ACH site, 
many of these old photos made it into 
the archives. 

Early photographs from the former 
Queen’s Home, which became the 

Image: Nurses at the Queen’s Home, c1918–19

Image: Patients on a sun balcony at the ACH, 
c1929–36

Image: Dr Ivan Ashby in his office, 1919



Queen Victoria Hospital, are relatively fewer in number and poorer in condition. 

The History and Heritage Collection hosts private photo albums donated by former 
ACH nurses that contain some wonderful snapshots of them playing and posing 
with child and infant patients in the old grounds and on its balconies. The health 
recommendation was that children be taken out regularly for a specified measure  
of time in the sun.

Under the Network’s policies regarding patient interaction and privacy, photos in  
this vein are unlikely to be created today, nor find their way into staff members’  
own collections.  

This exhibition focuses on the WCHN’s first 100 years because the strongest images 
in the History and Heritage Collection were generated in this period. Perhaps the 
more contemporary images are not yet considered historical enough to relegate to 
historical archives. The decades from the 1990s are not well represented by quality 
photographic documentation. In this the digital age, the art of photography itself is 
at a crossroads. Anyone and everyone acts as a photographer, looking at the world 
through the lens of a mobile phone in hand. Photos have become increasingly cheap 
and decreasingly precious.

What are we leaving for the curator who attempts to compile a ‘greatest hits’ photo 
survey of the WCHN’s second century? Let us continue to develop our photo ‘record’ 
well into the future of the Network – one that we can be proud of. Great photos have 
great potential for communicating and learning about our own history. 

Greatest Hits – the current exhibition – singles out moments in the history of the 
WCHN. It also shines a light on some past characters on staff, such as Dr Ivan Ashby. 
Reported to be a very genteel (and musical) man, there is a sad story behind this 
particular doctor and his dedication to the ACH during World War I. But this exhibition 
is not the place to tell it. Rather, it is my hope that you will find your own stories  
in the images. And I wanted this exhibition, brought to you over the summer of 
2018–19, to leave you in the sun. 

Above all, Greatest Hits is a testament  
to the spirit and resilience of the children 
who have, over the Network’s first 100 
years, graced its gardens, wards and halls.  

As for the baby who sparked this 
exhibition, I do not know the story 
of how she came to be treated at 
this Hospital. But her radiant spirit is 
preserved in the History and Heritage 
Collection. For all this summer, as you 
pass through the Yellow Heart Gallery, 
may you bask in her glorious smile.

Emily Collins

Image: Children engaged in play activities at a  
Mothers’ and Babies’ Health Association Centre  
in Alberton, c1970s (photo by Max Farrell and 
Associates Pty Ltd)
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This exhibition was planned and exhibited on the lands of the Kaurna People. We pay 
our respects to the Kaurna Elders past and present and to the Elders of the lands this 
brochure reaches.

The Curator wishes to thank: the WCHN History and Heritage Group; Jill Newman and 
Lauren Simeoni from the WCH Foundation; Cathy Leane from the WCHN Aboriginal Health 
Division; Bonita Sansbury of the WCHN Aboriginal Liaison Unit; Vicki Rigney; Saskia Scott; 
and the WCH Foundation Gallery Management Committee members: Alison Russell,  
Lis Brittan and Jackie Barreau. 

Women’s & Children’s Hospital Foundation Arts in Health program

The WCH Foundation Arts in Health program coordinates five galleries in the Hospital, 
providing a space away from the stresses of treatment to distract, entertain and inspire, 
improving the visual environment. The Arts in Health programs integrate art into the 
life of the Hospital to improve people’s health and wellbeing. We try to make the 
environment more ‘child-friendly’, making it look better and helping to make the time 
spent in hospital ‘feel better’. The Yellow Heart Gallery provides a platform to share the 
WCHN History and Heritage Collection with the Hospital community and explore the 
significant people and events that shaped the Hospital today. 

Greatest Hits is on display in the Yellow Heart Gallery (Level 1, Zone F) at the  
Women’s and Children’s Hospital from Dec 2018 until the end of Feb 2019. 

History and Heritage Collection 

The Women’s and Children’s Health Network has a collection of historical artefacts which 
is managed by the WCHN History and Heritage Group. This was originally formed as the 
ICONS Group in 1995 by retired Adelaide Children’s Hospital Staff. The WCHN History and 
Heritage Group aims to preserve, collect, collate, catalogue, store, display and interpret  
items of historical significance to the Women’s and Children’s Hospital and its predecessors  
the Adelaide Children’s Hospital, the Queen Victoria Hospital and associated institutions.

Cover image: Baby Helen Sears and her mother on Colton Ward at the Adelaide Children’s Hospital, 1955


