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Gerry: the personal behind the professional 

by Anne Monk 

Geraldine Whittle Kaminski (nee Brown) was born in 1918, the second child of Clarice and Vere Brown, 

an electrical engineer. She had an older brother Mostyn and a younger sister Natalie (my mother). 

The family lived in Prospect until her father built a house in Elderslie 

Avenue, Fitzroy, where she lived from the end of her primary school 

years until her marriage in 1953. Once she started work at the 

Adelaide Children’s Hospital, it was not far to ride there on her bike. 

The family also spent most of their holidays during the 1930s up to the 

mid-1940s at an uncle’s farm at Waitpinga.  

Gerry loved the farm life and the nearby bushland and learnt to ride, 

becoming a good and confident rider. They were also friendly with the 

Honeyman family, who ran the 

horse tram at Victor Harbor and 

many happy times were also spent 

at their farm.  

Her mother was an excellent cook 

and Gerry learnt from her as she 

grew up, becoming a good cook 

herself. My mother as a child 

resented that Gerry was allowed to help her mother in the kitchen, 

while as the youngest she was set to work combing the fringes of 

the rugs! 

Gerry’s father, Vere, was a great believer in advanced education 

and a career for girls. This was no doubt the result of his own 

childhood experience, when his family was supported by his 

mother’s work as a teacher at Dutton School, a job which came with a house. After his mother’s early 

death, Vere’s sister took her place. The values of education, hard work, thrift and self-sufficiency were 

very much a part of him and were absorbed by his children. We can see these values in Gerry’s life. 

Gerry was slim and athletic in build and excelled at sport. Being a fast runner, she represented her 

school (Wilderness) every year at the Intercollegiate Sports Day. She was in the basketball (netball) 

team in winter (the fastest player in the team and an accurate goal-thrower), and the ‘A’ tennis team in 

summer. Her leadership qualities were recognised when she was made a Prefect and head of her 

House, and the following year she was made Head Prefect. After leaving school she continued her love 

of tennis by playing competitively with the Lawn Tennis Association at Memorial Drive. 

Gerry won a Government Scholarship for her Qualifying Certificate results (at the end of Year 7). She 

topped her class in her Intermediate Exams (public examinations, Year 10 equivalent), and again in her 

Leaving Exams (Year 11 and university-qualifying exams).  
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So many people have commented on her lovely nature – she had, as Dr David Ellis said, “a most 

attractive personality”. There was a charm about her which is hard to define. I saw quite a lot of her 

growing up and remember her fondly as very kind, with a ready smile and an equable temperament. I 

don’t remember her ever getting angry – she must have learnt the art of self-control! As an aunt she 

was entirely satisfactory, always interested in our small doings, never criticising. She cooked wonderful 

Christmas dinners for our shared Christmas Day, and remembered birthdays and Christmases most 

generously! She and my mother were very close and had long and animated phone conversations 

several evenings a week – we never could work out how they had so much to talk about!  

Gerry (or Gel as my mother called her) had a natural modesty, never putting herself forward but willing 

to help wherever she could. She had little interest in possessions or social status. She was a well-

organised and self-disciplined person, and worked hard to master whatever she did, in her work or in 

her wider life. As a perfectionist she set herself high standards. For years she would go to bed early 

then get up at 2am, work for a couple of hours, then go back to bed, as she felt she worked best and 

achieved more during those hours of peace and quiet.  

Gerry married late and never had any children. Her 

husband Henry Kaminski was Polish, an ex-cavalry 

officer from the Polish Army who came to Australia 

after the war. As there was not much call for a cavalry 

officer in Adelaide, they decided to buy a delicatessen 

near Somerton, which he enjoyed running for many 

years. Henry was very fond of handing out sweets to 

the children, so was quite a favourite with customers! 

Gerry liked to help him there when she could.  

They built a house at Somerton Park, which they shared 

with their little dog Tiki and cat Mr Sindy. As they both 

loved gardening, they created a wonderful garden 

there. They had many beautiful orchids and a great love 

of African Violets. As members of the African Violet 

Society, they won many prizes for their lovely plants. 

Gerry enjoyed travelling, which she managed to 

combine sometimes with overseas conferences. It was 

especially meaningful to them when Gerry and Henry 

were able to go to Poland together.  

Gerry’s life was thoroughly well-lived and fully achieved her potential. It was a great shock when she 

died prematurely and unexpectedly. This was a great loss to Henry, and to her family and the medical 

community. 


