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WOMEN’S & CHILDREN’S HEALTH NETWORK (WCHN) 

HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE (HREC) 

 

GUIDELINES FOR THE PREPARATION OF AUDIT SUBMISSIONS  
 
This document is intended to assist in the preparation of audit submissions to the HREC.  
 
An audit is an “activity where the primary purpose is to monitor, [evaluate], or improve the quality of 
service delivered by an individual or an organisation … Terms such as ‘peer review’, ‘quality 
assurance’, ‘quality improvement’, quality activities’, ‘quality studies’ and ‘audit’ are often used 
interchangeably.” (Ethical Considerations in Quality Assurance and Evaluation Activities. NHMRC 
March 2014 - http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines-publications/e111 ) 
 
Audit review falls into one of two categories i) full committee review ii) Chair only review. For 
information about these two categories and more general information about the submission of 
audits please see Guidelines for the Preparation of Audit Submissions. 
 
Those wishing to undertake an audit will need to complete the Audit Application Form and forward 
the following to the HREC: 
 

1. Email a single PDF of the audit and any accompanying documents to – 
HealthWCHNResearch@sa.gov.au and  
 

2. Forward ONE  signed hard copy, and any accompanying documents to: 

WCHN Human Research Ethics Committee 

2nd Floor Samuel Way Building 

72 King William Rd 

NORTH ADELAIDE SA 5006 

 
AUDITS WHICH DO NOT REQUIRE FULL HREC REVIEW 
 

1. Audits which  
a) use existing de-identified data/information (or potentially identified data/information 

together with a signed assurance that the data/information will not be linked back to 
identifiable information) 

and  
a) answer 'No' to questions 1–9 in the Audit Application Form 

or 
2. Audits where 

a) consent has been given (retrospective consent is sometimes problematic due to 
privacy concerns encountered by contacting patients/clients once they have left the 
service.) 

and 
b) answer 'No' to questions 1–9 in the Audit Application Form. 

or 
3. Audits which are required for compliance with regulating bodies. 

AUDITS WHICH DO REQUIRE FULL HREC REVIEW 
 

1. Audits which propose to use identifiable data/information without patient consent.  
or 

2. Audits which propose to collect new sensitive data/information. 

http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/guidelines-publications/e111
mailto:HealthWCHNResearch@sa.gov.au


Audit Guidelines July 2015 2 

or 
3. Audits which answer 'Yes' to any of the 9 questions in the Audit Application form. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: For audits which propose to use identifiable data/information for which consent 
has not been sought, a public interest case will need to be argued and submitted to the committee 
(See below). 
 
 

WEIGHING THE PUBLIC INTEREST 
 
In determining whether the public interest in the audit substantially outweighs privacy concerns, the 
HREC will consider the following seven points. Consequently, those submitting an audit application 
to the HREC should consider these points when arguing a case. 
 

1.  The degree to which the audit is necessary to the functions of the WCHN.  
 
2.  The degree to which the audit is relevant to public health or public safety. 
 
3.  The degree to which the audit is likely to contribute to: 
 

 the identification, prevention or treatment of illness/injury/disease  

 the improved delivery of health services  

 enhanced scientific understanding or knowledge. 
 

4.  Specific consideration will be given to any likely benefits to individuals that belong to 
certain categories where the information may be of a particularly personal or sensitive 
nature; for example: 

 children and young people  

 persons with intellectual or psychiatric disability  

 persons highly dependent on medical care  

 persons in dependent or unequal relationships  

 persons who are members of collectivities  

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples  

 persons whose information relates to their mental or sexual health 
 
5.  The cost of not undertaking the audit. 
 
6.  The extent to which the data being sought are usually available to the public from the 

organisation that holds that data. 
 
7.  Whether the risk of harm to an individual whose health information is to be collected, used 

or disclosed is minimal. 
 
 
PLEASE NOTE: In addition to making a public interest case two further issues should be 
addressed. 
 

8. Why the relevant purpose cannot be achieved by the use of de-identified or potentially 
identifiable data/information. 

 
9. Why it is impractical to seek consent. 


